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Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
What brought us to this vote?  
The over-arching reason our congregation is considering disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church is 
the failure of the denomination to uphold our shared covenant as described in The Book of Discipline. These 
breaches have been not only in practice, but in theology. Numerous times when pastors, churches and 
bishops have acted against the covenant, there have been no consequences  
 
If some bishops, pastors, and churches are violating the Book of Discipline, why are they not leaving versus 
us? 
The Council of Bishops is not upholding and enforcing the Book of Discipline and is not going to abide by it.  
Control of the UMC is in the hands of leaders who are progressive in their theology and social beliefs.  
 
Do we anticipate a lawsuit? 
No, we have followed and met all the dates and requirements per the Oklahoma Conference. 
 
Who can vote? 
All “professing members” on our membership rolls and all UMC clergy connected to our church, both active 
and retired.  The Book of Discipline defines professing members as “all people who have been baptized and 
all people who have professed their faith” (pg. 155) This includes all youth who have been confirmed and 
people of any age who have been baptized and have taken church membership vows. 
 
What percentage of the vote is required for the motion to disaffiliate to pass? The vote must pass by two-
thirds (2/3) of the members present. Church members must be present to vote. That means that 
neither proxy nor absentee voting is allowed. 
 
What would be the name of our church after disaffiliation? 
St. James Church 
 
After disaffiliation what will be our structure? 
St. James Church will be managed under the administrative structure set out in the current Book of Discipline 
2016 in matters of faith and governance.  There will be no visible change, all committees and decisions will be 
made as they are today. 
 
Who owns our property, and will we get to keep it?   
All property and assets will be transferred to St. James Church, Inc. 
 
What happens to our pastors if we disaffiliate? 
Pastor Greg wants to maintain his Methodist ordination, and he can do this through the Global Methodist 
Church. As a member of the GMC, it is our understanding that he can be the pastor of an independent 
church.  There is no impact to the other employees of St. James Church. 
 
How do we get our next pastor? 
As a self-governing church, we will choose our pastor instead of the bishop sending us a pastor. The SPRC will 
select our next pastor to be approved by the Admin Council. 
 
Will the health insurance for our employees change? 
No, we currently provide health insurance to our employees through a company outside of the UMC.  
 
 



What happens to retired pastors? 
No change. 
 
Can we still relate to Restore Hope and agencies like UMCOR? 
Yes 
 
How does this impact the many missionaries we support? 
No impact 
 
Are other Annual Conferences and Bishops handling things the same way? 
Some are, others are much more confrontational than Oklahoma Conference’s Bishop Nunn and another 
entire conference in Texas left the UMC. 
 
What are Asbury, FUMC Tulsa, Abiding Harvest, FUMC Ardmore doing in the disaffiliation process? 
Same as we are. 
 
How many other churches are disaffiliating? 
311 across the nation and 65 in Oklahoma thus far, and many others are in the discernment phase. 
 
Why disaffiliate now? 
The Oklahoma Conference is allowing churches to disaffiliate until Oct 2023, but as we have witnessed the 
dates and criteria have continuously been changed which is why we are in process now.  
 
Have we chosen an attorney/s to represent us? 
Yes, the Administrative Council asked Phil Feist of Gable Gotwals in Tulsa to represent us. 
 
Who started the Global Methodist Church and what will be the difference between them the UMC? 
The leaders of the Wesleyan Covenant Association started the GMC.  They are planning to follow the original 
covenants of the UMC and abide by those covenants. 
 
Is there a time limit we may choose to affiliate with the GMC if we decide to go that way?  
We have one year to study the GMC; this allows our pastor to remain at an independent church till that time.  
That date could be changed. 
 
How will we pay the $743,930 disaffiliation payout? 
We believe we will be able to apply $450k from our current savings and the remaining $300k we will raise.  
 
What are our current apportionments?  Will we still have to pay as an independent church? 
Current apportionments total approximately $125k per year.  We will have no apportionments if 
independent. 
 
Once we vote to disaffiliate, when is the disaffiliation effective? 
After the vote takes place on August 24th, if approved by the members then the Special Oklahoma 
Conference which is held October 21-22 will review and approve.  The effective date of disaffiliation will be 
November 4, 2022. 
 
What if someone from the press wants to interview me? 
Please direct them to the Admin Council or the Senior Pastor. 
 
How should we talk about this to the rest of the church? 
Be open, talk, share, pray, this is a great opportunity to grow closer and continue to be the church. 
 
Is there anything the congregation can do at this time? 
Please pray, continue to support St. James Church, share thoughts and concerns with love and grace. 
Communicate and keep asking questions.  Please give generously to St. James Church, Inc. 


