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August 2, 2022 
 
Dear St. James Church Family, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior.  I am writing to you about an important recommendation 
coming to our congregation from our Administrative Council that will bring us to a church-wide vote on 
August 24 at 6:30 p.m.  We developed a discernment process in early Spring that included a discernment 
team under the direction of the Administrative Council.  After much prayer and holy conversation, they made 
a unanimous recommendation to the Administrative Council, who then engaged in further prayer and 
discernment, before bringing it before our congregation. 
 
The question for consideration is:  Will we remain a part of the United Methodist denomination?  The 
Administrative Council voted unanimously to recommend to the congregation that St. James disaffiliate 
from the United Methodist denomination. 
 
Prior to the church-wide vote, we will hold several informational meetings. Three meetings will be identical 
and will be led by members of the Administrative Council.  They will explain the reasons for the 
recommendation to disaffiliate and provide time to answer questions that are submitted in writing at the 
meeting.  No voting will occur at these informational meetings.  The identical meetings will be held in the 
sanctuary and the dates are: 

• Thursday August 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
• Sunday August 14 at 12:15 p.m. 
• Sunday August 21 at 12:15 p.m. 

Another informational meeting will be led by representatives of the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the UMC 
to present the consequences of departing the denomination.  It will be led by our District Superintendent, Rev. 
Connie Gibson, and the Conference Director of Transitional Ministries, Dr. Tish Malloy.  Because we want to 
consider all possible information, we welcome them to our church for this time.  This meeting is Wednesday 
August 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  There will be an opportunity to submit written questions to Dr. 
Malloy and Rev. Gibson.  As a Church Conference, we are encouraging all members to attend. 
 
One week later, Wednesday August 24 at 6:30 p.m., we have another Church Conference for the official 
vote.  The vote must pass with a 2/3 majority by members attending.  The UM Book of Discipline does not 
permit voting absentee or by proxy.  Non-members are invited to be observers but won’t be able to vote.  
Because of our informational meetings leading up to the vote, we do not plan to spend much time answering 
questions on the night of August 24. 
 
Our hope for the future is simple:  to be a Biblically focused church who freely shares the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  Leaving the UMC will not change our mission, our ministries, our vision or our DNA.  God has great 
plans for St. James, which we plan to further explore and fulfill. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Greg Tolle 
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